[Diagnostic value of CD44 splice variants in urine exfoliated cells of bladder cancer].
To study the early and non-invasive diagnostic value of CD44 splice variants in urine exfoliated cells of bladder cancer. We used reverse transcriptionpolymerase chain resection (RT-PCR) and southern blot hybridization to detect CD44 splice variants in exfoliated cells in 40 urine samples (20 bladder cancers, 20 non-neoplastic controls), and compared with the results of urine cytology on the same set of samples. 90% (18/20) of the urine samples of bladder cancer showed overexpression of CD44 splice variants while none of the 20 controls did so. This method not only has a sensitivity of 90% (18/20) which was much higher than that of 65% (13/20) by using urine cytology, but also is non-invasive and comfortable. The results suggest that CD44 splice variants in exfoliated cells in urine samples are a new tumor marker for early and non-invasive diagnosis of bladder cancer.